
The many 
splendored ways 
of getting hitched 
in East Haddam
By Barbara L. Nelson

With more than a handful of tradi-
tional and non-traditional wedding 
venues ranging from event centers 
and restaurants to campgrounds, 
farms and state parks, East Haddam 
is venue or the backdrop for more 
than 200 picturesque weddings per 
year.

Among the venues couples can 
chose from are the Gelston House, 
overlooking the Connecticut River, 
On the Rocks Restaurant at the Fox 
Hopyard Golf Course, Grandview 
Camp Resort & Cottages, Smith 
Farm Gardens, and Ballek’s Garden 
Center.

There have been 142 weddings 
held in town since January 1, 2018, 
according to East Haddam Town 
Clerk Debra Denette.

“The area we live in is absolute-
ly stunning, and that draws brides 
to this community,” said Hattie R. 
Donner, the General Manager at The 

Riverhouse at Goodspeed Station, 
which holds over 100 weddings per 
year. “September and October are 
definitely peak months just because 
it’s such a beautiful time of year. And 

of course, the fall foliage really draws 
brides to our community.”

“Probably the number one 
reason brides come to this area is 
the picturesque view that overlooks 

the Connecticut River where they 
can take their wedding and bridal 
photos,” explains Donner, who’s been 
at The Riverhouse for over ten years. 

By David Holahan

Rob Smith, the East Haddam Democratic Party’s 
candidate for First Selectman, and his running mate 
Theresa Govert were elected to the East Haddam 
Board of Selectmen last week, putting Democrats in 
the majority for the first time since 2007. 

Republican Selectman candidate Carleen Quinn, 
who finished third among the five candidates in the 
race with 1,455 votes, is now on the board as well. It 
is the first time that women comprised a majority of 
the board.

Quinn and Govert are new to the three-member 

board, while Smith has served as a Selectman since 
2017.

The two incumbent Republican board members, 
First Selectman Emmett Lyman and Selectman 
Susan Link, did not seek reelection. Per state stat-
ute, Rob Smith was sworn in as East Haddam First 
Selectman on Election Day.

“The phone has been going crazy, as you can 
imagine,” Smith said the day of the election. “I appre-
ciate all the terrific efforts by our team and various 
supporters who helped create this victory. I think 
people were looking for a new direction for the 

town. I look forward to working with Theresa and 
Carleen on the Board of Selectmen as we take the 
Town in that new direction.”

Bryan Perry stated in an email, “While it’s disap-
pointing to those who supported the campaign and 
our vision, I congratulate Carleen Quinn and the 
slate of candidates. The Perry/Quinn campaign will 
always be proud of our positive and clean message 
we portrayed throughout the campaign. Best of luck 
to East Haddam and I look forward to finishing my 
term on the Board of Education while spending 
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East Haddam offers numerous wedding venues as well as a beautiful backdrop for weddings just across the river in Haddam. Photo 
courtesy of the Riverhouse at Goodspeed Station.

Dems win Board of Selectmen majority; first time since 2007
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Welcoming East Haddam Residents!
As a professional pharmacy, we take your health 
seriously. Whether treating an active case of Lyme 
disease, pain secondary to a surgical event, or a 
common cold, you deserve the dedication of an 
experienced medical team all the way from phy-
sician to pharmacist. We take great pride in being 
part of that team effort on your behalf.
Call now for an easy transfer; our professional 
team will handle everything.

Salem Pharmacy, located at the Salem Round-About, is 
a Full-Service Pharmacy offering Prescription and OTC 
Medications, Homeopathic Alternatives, Vaccines,  
Durable Medical Equipment and a Great Gift Selection!

20 Hartford Road 
Salem, CT 06420
www.salempharmacy.net

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am- 7:00pm
Saturday 9:00am - 2:00pm • Closed Sunday

860-949-8624

Blister Packing available at no added cost.

Major Insurance 
plans accepted 
including 
Medicare and 
Medicaid. Always 
fair prices for 
those without 
insurance.

Middletown Toyota
Your Toyota Headquarters.

TOYOTA 2019

RAV4
TOYOTA 2019

CAMRY
2 years or 25,000 miles free service with any new Toyota

Bring in this ad for a $500 discount!
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“The wedding party can take photos down by the 
water with the East Haddam Swing Bridge as the 
backdrop.”

With its rich historical beginnings dating back 
to 1736, the Gelston House offers a distinctive vibe 
from a bygone era that delivers a unique wedding 
experience overlooking the scenic river and swing 
bridge. The Gelston House holds 10 to 20 weddings 
per year and offers indoor space for the wedding 
and reception for up to 160 guests. Several menu 
options are available for the reception dinner and 
cocktail hour. Additional benefits include the fact 
that couples may hold their ceremony on the Good-
speed Opera House grounds along the riverfront, 
and guests and the bridal couple may also stay at the 
historic Gelston House Hotel, said June Shea, the 
banquet manager who also coordinates weddings for 
the Gelston House.

Another highly sought-after wedding venue in 
East Haddam, one that is known for its panoram-
ic views, is On the Rocks at Fox Hopyard Golf 
Club. With its rolling hills, the restaurant and bar 
is perched atop a beautiful stone base overlooking 
rolling wooded hills and the golf course. The venue 
provides a wedding setting that exudes New England 
charm, with its one-of-a-kind indoor and outdoor 
space perfect for a dream wedding.

The On the Rocks Restaurant is a full-service 
wedding venue with on-site catering and wedding 
event coordination for weddings of up to 150 guests. 
The venue also offers additional services like a bridal 
suite with a balcony for stunning bridal party photos 
and all-inclusive packages. 

One of the selling factors is that the event space 
both indoor and outdoor is customizable to what-
ever couples envision for their wedding day, said 

Melanie Glanert, On the Rocks Events Manager. For 
example, for a guest list of 120 or under, people can 
rent out the entire outdoor pavilion, including the 
gazebo, for an outdoor wedding experience. Couples 

who want to rent the entire restaurant can utilize 
and customize all inside and outside spaces for the 
ceremony, cocktail hour, dinner, and party with mu-

Continued on next page
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sic after dinner. 
“We appeal to people who want a 

more intimate wedding, with amaz-
ing food and gorgeous views of our 
award-winning golf course,” said 
Glanert. “They love that we offer 
different spaces indoors and out, and 
we have fun enhancements like the 
fire pits and a s’mores station. On The 
Rocks has it all, for couples who want 
to stand out and offer guests a fun, 
memorable wedding in a beautiful 
country setting.”

There are several other venues 
offering an outdoor wedding experi-
ence in East Haddam, including Smith 
Farm Gardens, Grandview Camp 
Resort & Cottages, and Ballek’s Garden 
Center.

Smith Farm Gardens is located on 
a working farm with several beau-
tiful wedding ceremony sites on the 
property to choose from. The wedding 
reception with a maximum of 120 
guests is held under a wedding tent. 
Couples have access to the house, 
which includes a brand-new bridal 
suite. They can rent the property for 
the weekend, which accommodates 11 
people for overnight stays.

“Couples seem to prefer unique 
spaces over generic wedding halls,” 
says Travis Winkley, co-owner, Smith 
Farms Gardens, which held 12 wed-
dings this year. 

Another popular spot for outdoor 

weddings is Grandview, which hosts 
six to twelve weddings annually and 
can accommodate up to 130 guests on 
its wooded campgrounds. Grandview 
boasts an indoor reception room, gaze-
bo for the wedding ceremony, and cozy 
cottages for the wedding party. Whether 
the wedding is small or large, there are 
many options for ceremony and recep-
tion, from the loft in the log cabin to the 
larger space of White Pine Hall, Timber-
land Hall, or the outdoor pavilion.

Valarie Bergeron, owner of the 
Grandview for over seven years, said 
that she doesn’t even have to advertise 
the space. “It’s all been word of mouth. 

The beauty of the hills and trees sell it,” 
said Bergeron. “We are already getting 
calls for 2020 and 2021.”

Recently entering the wedding 
venue arena is Ballek’s Garden Center, 
also a working family farm that was 
founded in 1662. “We began holding 
weddings a few years ago when both 
my nephew and niece got married 
here,” said Nancy Ballek Mackinnon, 
a partner in Ballek’s Garden Center. 
“So, we are just dipping our toes into 
weddings. It’s a wonderful setting for a 
beautiful farm wedding.”

Mackinnon said they don’t promote 
the garden center as a wedding venue, 
but many people have asked about the 
space, which is perfect for both a sun-
rise and a sunset wedding outdoors. 
Arbors can be set up for the ceremony, 
and the reception can be held under a 
wedding tent. People have brought in 
food trucks, music, and catered food to 
complete a perfect outdoor wedding. 

Elsewhere in East Haddam, 
the American Legion Post Bar-
on-Smith-Golec Post 156 has a hall 
for weddings and events that it rents 
to veterans and the public. The space 
can hold about 150 guests and features 
a commercial kitchen. The event hall 
is currently being revamped with a 
renovation taking place early next year 
to ready it for its busiest season, spring 
through fall, when the halls hosts as 
many as a dozen weddings.

A popular wedding venue in East 
Haddam, Gillette Castle State Park, is 

off the table for 2020 weddings. The 
castle and grounds are undergoing 
capital improvements throughout 
2020, according to Kristina Rozek, 
Communications Director at the Con-
necticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection.

The state is offering Harkness Me-
morial State Park in Waterford as an 
alternative until the Castle reopens for 
events sometime in 2021. Harkness is 
about 35 miles from East Haddam and 
offers 230 partially forested acres along 
the seaside of Long Island Sound. 

With a myriad of wedding venue 
choices in the area, experts say that 
while budget and guest count are high 
on the list of things to factor in, cou-
ples should also consider what space 
fits into their lifestyle as well as their 
pocketbooks.

Truly think about a venue you see 
yourself getting married in, said Lisa 
DiBenedetto, owner of Nightingale 
Events, a boutique wedding and event 
planning studio in Vernon, CT. “It’s a 
place that is holding one of the most 
important days of your life, so really 
take the time to see what a venue has 
to offer.”

Alyssa Johnson, Owner & Lead 
Wedding Planner of Alyssa Signature 
Events, Hartford, CT, agrees: “For the 
couples, it needs to feel like you. If you 
are laid-back, casual people, a formal, 
black-tie affair in a ballroom isn’t go-
ing to feel like you. So, ambiance and 
overall aesthetics need to be a match 
to the couple’s personalities.”

And what about an indoor or out-
door wedding?

“If you are looking at an outdoor 
venue, make sure you are okay with 
the inclement weather back-up space,” 
Johnson says. “If you are the type of 
bride/groom who is going to stress 
over the weather and let it ruin your 
day, then I recommend choosing a 
venue where you love the interior 
space.”

 Whatever the location, it’s all about 
enjoying the moment.

“Remember, this process should be 
fun,” says Johnson. “It’s a special time 
in your life regardless of the venue. 
Your day will be beautiful because it’s 
a celebration of your love surrounded 
by people closest to you. Don’t let the 
little things stress you out!”
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Dee Hasuly, Realtor
Keller Williams Realty
172 Oakwood Drive

Glastonbury, CT 06033
(c) 860-214-1864

dee.hasuly@kw.com

Dee Hasuly Team
Positive, Professional Results 

representing Buyers and Sellers  
in Residential Real Estate  

for over 16 years.

67 Cherry Swamp Rd, Moodus
New Listing - 3900 sq. ft.

In-Law Poss. $424,900

4 Grove St, Moodus Unit 26  
55+ Community Rentals 

$1300/mo only few remain. 

21 Maple Avenue, E. Haddam
Charming Antique - Nice Property

Near EH Village $294,900 

Largest Papyrus Card/Gift Store in Middlesex County

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-8:00 PM
Saturday 8:30 AM-4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Telephone: 860-345-3607
Fax: 860-345-3611

Web: www.nutmegpharmacy.com

With the closing of the Nathan Hale Pharmacy 
We want to make sure your prescription needs  
are met.

Nutmeg Pharmacy is an Independent Pharmacy 
offering a wide variety of services.
	 •	 Transferring	your	prescriptions	is	a	phone 
  call away.  Call 860 345-3607.
	 •	 Download	our	“Mobile	Rx”	app	from	our 
	 	 website	if	you	wish
	 •	 We	offer	FREE	prescription	delivery	to	your 
  door
	 •	 Specialty	Packaging
	 •	 Flu	Shots
	 •	 Shingrix	Shots
	 •	 Pneumonia	Shots
	 •	 T-DAP
We	have	a	great	selection	of	Cards,	Gifts,	Durable	
Medical	Equipment	and	more	with	many	locations	
to	serve	you	including	Higganum,	Centerbrook	
and	Norwich.

Nutmeg Pharmacy
23 Killingworth Rd.

Higganum, CT 06441

Free Home 
Delivery

A couple become husband and wife on the patio of On The Rocks Restaurant in East 
Haddam, overlooking the scenic Fox Hopyard Golf Course. Photo courtesy of On The 
Rocks Restaurant.




