
Jack Miner 
competes 
in national 
golf tourney
By Barbara L. Nelson

While practicing at the Black 
Birch Golf Course for this week’s 
Special Olympics National Golf 
Tournament, Jack Miner instruct-
ed his golfing partner and father, 
Chris Miner: “Keep your head 
down, don’t look up.”

And Dad listened. Over the 
past few years, Jack, who is 18 and 
a senior at Nathan Hale-Ray High 
School, has won several Special 
Olympic medals in golf at local 
and state competitions. But this is 
the first year that he and his father 
are headed to the nationals, the 
Special Olympics National Golf 
Tournament that was held near 
Nashville, Tennessee September 
22-25.

They play well together, 
coaching one another throughout 
the round. “My son Jack Miner 
and a couple of athletes from the 
Colchester Special Olympics Golf 
Team have been invited and have 
the rare opportunity to compete 
in the National Special Olympics 
golf competition,” said Chris Min-
er, who is a volunteer golf coach 

for the Special Olympics. 
Jack and Chris joined several 

other athletes representing Con-
necticut in at the Hermitage Golf 
Course in Old Hickory, Tennessee, 
one of the top public courses in 
the nation. More than 14 athletes 
from Connecticut and over 200 
nationwide are competing in sev-
eral golf competitions there this 
week. Cliff Backus of Moodus also 

was part of the Connecticut con-
tingent competing in Tennessee.

“As Special Olympic athletes, 
Jack and his teammates work 
diligently on golf skills, course 
rules, social interaction, and good 
sportsmanship,” Chris said. “It is 
amazing to see these athletes grow 
and succeed.”

Jack and Chris will be compet-
ing in a nine-hole Alternate Shot 
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Selectmen hear
ambulance report,
set town meeting
By David Holahan

At an 18-minute East Haddam Selectmen’s Meeting 
on September 18 attended by six people and two 
selectmen, the board heard a positive ambulance 
report from Laurie D’Aquila, president of the East 
Haddam Ambulance Association and set Tuesday, 
October 1, as the date of a special town meeting.

D’Aquila reported that the EHAA received 75 
calls in August and only needed help from another 
town for one of those calls. The resulting mutual aid 
rate of 1.4 percent is under both the EHAA goal of 
10 percent and the state Office of Emergency Ser-
vices (OEMS) threshold of 50 percent, D’Aquila said.

She added that the average response time was 
three minutes and that the OEMS commended the 
association for its improved performance in recent 
months. She also said that to meet its staffing re-
quirements, the association would be hiring paid 
staff to augment its volunteers and the services 
currently provided by a staffing agency. She said this 
would be more cost effective.

She also said the EHAA was hosting a training 
session for the Stop The Bleed Program on Tuesday, 
October 1 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Town Office Com-
plex (MOC) and that people could sign up by calling 
(860) 873-2185. See article on trauma surgeon Ron 
Gross for more on the program.

The selectmen also approved the bid of Janet’s 
Sweeping Property Care to vacuum out the towns 
1,450 catch basis and 50 headwalls at a cost of $39 
per catch basin and $42 per head wall, or a total cost 
of $58,600. In many cases the East Haddam Public 
Works Department cleans the headwalls, which re-
ceive water from pipes that go under roadways.

The two selectmen present—First Selectman Em-
mett Lyman was out sick—also voted to hold a spe-
cial town meeting on Tuesday, October 1, at 8 p.m. at 
the Town Meeting Hall (492 Town St.) to approve a 
new five-year contract with Willimantic Waste Paper 
Company to accept the town’s trash, bulky waste and 
recyclables.

Chris and Jack Miner, father and son team, won a silver medal in Alternate 
Shot – 9-hole play at the Special Olympics Unified Sports® Fall Festival golf 
competition at Sleeping Giant Golf Course in earlier this month. Photo courte-
sy of Connecticut Special Olympics.

Stop The Bleed first aid course
The East Haddam Ambulance Association is 
holding a Stop The Bleed Program training 
session on Tuesday, October 1 from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the East Haddam Municipal Office Complex. The 
nationwide program trains people to be citizen 

first responders until paramedics arrive. To sign 
up, email David Brown, director of the EHAA, 
at directorehaa@gmail.com or call (860) 873-
2185. Each class is limited to 24 people, with one 
instructor per eight trainees.

See story on Ron Gross, who will be one of the 
instructors, on page EH2.
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HEALTH

By David Holahan

Dr. Ron Gross doesn’t do things half way. The trau-
ma surgeon’s goal is to help train as many people as 
possible in East Haddam—and elsewhere in Con-
necticut—to be, in effect, citizen first responders.

In fact, he says he would like to see every adult in 
town learn how to treat traumatic bleeding until the 
paramedics arrive.

He and the East Haddam Ambulance Associa-
tion have made a good start and will continue their 
efforts at a Stop The Bleed Program training session 
on Tuesday, October 1 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the East 
Haddam Municipal Office Complex. To sign up, 
email David Brown, director of the EHAA, at direc-
torehaa@gmail.com or call (860) 873-2185. Each 
class is limited to 24 people, with one instructor per 
eight trainees. Gross will be one of the instructors.

To date, 27 members of the EHAA and 40 East 
Haddam teachers and school employees, have taken 
the class, Gross said. He is hoping to enlist the aid 
of town officials in setting up training sessions for 
municipal employees. Some 800,000 Americans 
have taken the class and an estimated 200,000 more 
worldwide in the past six years.

The Stop The Bleed Program is a collaborative 
nationwide effort that got its start in Hartford in 
response to the Sandy Hook School shooting in 
2012. Dr. Lenworth Jacobs, then director of trauma 
and emergency medicine at Hartford Hospital, was a 
moving force in founding the Hartford Convention, 
which brought together a variety of public and pri-
vate entities and individuals interested in improving 
the medical response to traumatic events, both large 
and small. Among the participants were: Homeland 
Security and Department of Defense representatives, 
EMTs, and doctors such as Ron Gross. The Stop the 

Bleed Program came out of that collaboration.
Gross, who previously had worked as associ-

ate director of trauma with Dr. Jacobs at Hartford 
Hospital, was among those involved with the organi-
zation at its inception in 2013. “The goal of the Stop 
The Bleed training is to make people first responders 
until the cavalry arrives,” said Gross, who is a U.S. 
Army veteran and served in Iraq in 2003. He is also 
a member of the Board of Directors of the East 

Haddam Ambulance Association. He added that 
the course teaches three basic concepts of first aid: 
the use of a tourniquet, how to pack wounds, and 
the use of pressure on wounds to reduce or stop the 
bleeding.

“The most common cause of preventable death 
is extremity bleeding,” Gross said. “Someone crashes 
their motorcycle into a guardrail and is bleeding 
from an artery or a kid falls off the jungle gym, 
breaks his arm and is bleeding from a lacerated 
artery.” He added that accidental deaths like these are 
much more common and cause many more prevent-
able fatalities than the mass shooting incidents and 
terrorist attacks that have become so common in 
recent years.

Gross, who is 68 and a member of the East 
Haddam Fire Department, has had extensive ex-
perience with treating traumatic injury, both from 
his decades in private practice as well as his tour in 
Iraq. He was a member of the U.S. Army Reserves 
from 1991 to 2005, rising to the rank of Colonel. He 
started his medical career in private practice, and 
has been associated with a number of Connecticut 
hospitals over the years, including Yale New Haven 
and Bridgeport.

Gross moved to East Haddam in 2003. He 
married JoAnn Sikorski, a town resident. He retired 
from Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts in July 2018, where he had been Chief of 
Trauma and Acute Surgery Care for a decade. When 
he told his wife that he had finally retired, he said she 
said, “Yeah, let’s see how long that lasts—I give it a 
week.”

He proved her wrong, however. It took him six 
weeks to un-retire. St. Francis Hospital in Hartford 
called, asking him to help them manage and staff 
their level 1 trauma center. He’s still on the job. 

Trauma surgeon’s goal is to stop the bleeding

Carolyn Kress
860-908-4716

114 Wildwood Road,  
Lake Hayward - $224,900

Year round home at Lake Hayward

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY SEPT 29, 11-1PM

273 Lake Shore Drive,  
Lake Hayward - $ 285,000

SOLD

11 East Shore Drive,  
Lake Hayward - $174,900

Waterfront cottage at Lake Hayward

155 Lake Shore Drive,  
Lake Hayward - $319,000

Year round home at Lake Hayward  
with water frontage

462 Town Street,  
East Haddam - $ 298,000

SOLD
“Bringing 

Knowledge, 
Professionalism & 

Efficiency  
to every transaction.”

WINDMILL VITAMINS are 2 for 1.
You may mix or match. Higher price prevails.

If you would like to discuss bubble packing of medication, or 
the setting up of med boxes, please speak with a pharmacist. 
This is a free service that we are pleased to offer to make ones 
medication easy to take.

Develop pictures from your camera or phone 
with our Kodak Moments Photo Kiosk

Ron Gross, M.D.
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The State of Connecticut is planning an event to 
honor East Haddam’s Vietnam Veterans. In support 
of this, the Town of East Haddam is preparing a list 
of all Vietnam Veterans currently living here. 

A review of Town records, American Legion and 
VFW memberships has found 48 such individuals 
currently residing in East Haddam. Most of these, 
but not all, were awarded the Vietnam Service 

Medal, the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal or 
Expeditionary Medal (pre-1965).

If you, or someone you know, had duty in Viet-
nam, Laos or Cambodia, during the Vietnam Era 
(1961 to April 1975), the town would like to add 
these names to their list. Please contact the First 
Selectman’s office at (860) 873-5021 or by e-mail to 
admin@easthaddam.org.

Our deadlines
To ensure your local news item gets in the East 
Haddam News, please email them two weeks prior 
to the issue date to Editor@easthaddamnews.org.

Back issues
Readers can find links to back issues of the East 
Haddam News, starting with the August 18, 2016 
edition, on our website, www.easthaddamnews.org.

Town seeking Vietnam veterans
TOWN

Carl Guild, Broker / Owner
860-539-5373 • carlguild@gmail.com

41 West High St., East Hampton
www.CarlGuild.com

Angela Aresco
860-883-9005

angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

Liz Barber
860-874-4816

ebarber91@gmail.com

Peter Bates
860-823-8765

pjbjr66@gmail.com

Danielle Casey
860-202-6203

daniellecaseyhome@gmail.com

Kamey Cavanaugh
860-398-0483

kamey@att.net

Laura Beth Collinson
860-262-2753

laurabethrealty@gmail.com

Nicole Cardin
860-917-6586

nicole_g42@yahoo.com

Kira Coon
860-575-3177

kiramcoon@gmail.com

Angela Crane
860-365-0342

angelacranerealtor@gmail.com

Hilary Culver
860-310-9715

hilaryculver@gmail.com

John Drury
860-466-0077
john@harrs.com

Bill Eastwood
630-809-7190

bill.eastwoodproperties@gmail.com

Michelle Eastwood
312-371-5658

michelle.eastwoodproperties@gmail.com

Faith Farina
860-373-6993

faithfarina1@gmail.com

Fred Ferguson
860-638-9362

fredfergusonct@gmail.com

Lynn Gardiner
860-729-1215

lynngardiner5@gmail.com

Jim Harrington
860-966-9966

jim@harrs.com

Amy Howard
860-716-5475

amyhowardrealtor@gmail.com

Cieara Juliano
860-227-1660

ciearasellsct@gmail.com

Mike Mallon
860-338-5037

mjmallon1@live.com

Lynn Minnick
860-989-7267

lynnminnickrealtor@gmail.com

Brian Mitchard
860-834-3204

brianmitchardrealtor@gmail.com

Bill Nelson
860-395-9139

william.m.nelson@comcast.net

Kelly Niddrie
860-465-7995

kellyniddrierealtor@gmail.com

Christopher Passera
860-657-6578

cmpassera64@gmail.com

Caitlin Reilly
203-667-7436

caitlinreillyct@gmail.com

Koreen Ryan
860-250-6799

koreenryan1@gmail.com

Tania Sones
860-918-5100

sonesrealtor@gmail.com

Michael Varni
860-335-7380

michael@harrs.com

Gladys Yeager
860-944-9772

gladysyeager@sbcglobal.netExperts in Tree Stump Removal
P Stump grinding
P Wood and brush removal
P Free estimates

Serving East Haddam, Haddam and 
surrounding towns

(860) 615-9709
www.ctstumpgenie.com
Licensed and Insured HIC 065515

East Haddam News
P.O. Box 202 

East Haddam, CT 06423 
860-615-9955

easthaddamnews.org

Advertise in the East Haddam News
(except for Classified Ads)

Businesses interested in advertising in East 
Haddam News should call Michelle at 860-615-

9955 or e-mail sales@easthaddamnews.org.
Businesses interested in advertising in 

Haddam News should call Ed at 860-345-
2225, or e-mail e.munster@comcast.net.

Submit a Story 
or send in a Classified Ad

editor@easthaddamnews.org
Like us on Facebook

facebook.com/easthaddamnews
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David Holahan
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Russell Shaddox

News staff
Mary Guitar

Danielle Faipler
Nancy Thompson 

Honora Myers
Volunteer Staff
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and Judy Grohbrugge

Webmaster: Jack Rogerson
Photographer: Frank DiNardi
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Bob Casner, President

Owner, Casner Construction;
Chairman, Economic Development Commission

Greg Barden, Vice President/Treasurer
RareReminder of Rocky Hill
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Creative Sales Solutions;  Economic Development 
Commission; East Haddam Business Association

East Haddam News Founders
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Ken Grohbrugge • Irene Haines

Jodi Lisitano
Luxury Properties Specialist

48 Main Street • Middletown • CT • 06457 • O. 860.344.1658 • JodiLisitano.raveis.com
C. 860.301.2032 • Jodi.Lisitano@raveis.com

Top Producing Realtor
with Home Design  

Experience

List To Sell! Buy With Confidence!

Extraordinary Country Side Dream with Serene 
Pond View Vistas & Pristinely Manicured Stone Walls 

& Landscaping! The spring fed pond is known as 
“Cranberry Creek”. Open land, big skies, hundreds 

of acres of trails and privacy!  $435,000
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EAST HADDAM FALL CELEBRATION WEEKEND
Saturday, Oct. 5th and Sunday, Oct. 6th

SIGNATURE EVENTS

Celebrate Fall at the 
Community  
Bonfire

Sat., Oct. 5, 7-9pm 
Millers Pond

2019
• The Goodspeed Tours: 6 Main St, East Haddam CT.  

Saturday 11:00 am - 1:00pm   Reservation NOT re-
quired (last tour leaves at 12:15 p.m.) Go behind the 
scenes and tour this picturesque landmark & learn all 
the vibrant history of how it evolved into an important 
institution of American Theater.

• Essex Steam Train Rides: Saturday Train Rides from 
Essex to Goodspeed Station in Haddam.  There will be 
a shuttle for train passengers to get to Fall Weekend 
events in East Haddam and Haddam.  More info avail-
able at essexsteamtrain.org

• River View Cemetery Tours: 34 Main St, East Haddam 
Sat. 11am-1pm Enter the portal to the netherworld & 
experience thrilling theatrical re-enactments that bring 
to life the stories of East Haddam residents long de-
parted. Adults $6 Children free. hadlymenorthschool.
org

• Amasa Day House will be open for tours!  Sat. 11 
am – 1pm  Explore the Amasa Day House, a rural Fed-
eral house showcasing how the Industrial Revolution 
changed the daily life of American families.

• 1740’s Palmer Warner Open House  Sat 1-4pm  Free 
behind the scenes tour and walk the historic grounds 
of the 1738 Palmer-Warner House sitting on 50 acres of 
land and home to preservation architect Frederic Palm-
er. At the Palmer-Warner House, we can tell the story of 
a colonial blacksmithing family, the Warner family, but 
also the more contemporary, non-traditional story of 
preservation architect Frederic Palmer and his partner 
Howard Metzger.

• East Haddam Art League Fall Show: Rathbun Library 
on Main St  Sat Oct 5th  9am – 1pm

• East Haddam Historical Society Museum: 264 Town St 
Sat & Sun from 12:30 to 4pm Visit the 7000 sq. ft. nine-
room museum and experience our local history from 
1750 to present day.

• Self guided hikes at Gillette Castle State Park & Devils 
Hopyard State Park  Sat & Sun and enjoy the fall view 
from the patio of the castle & at the top of the devil’s 
waterfall! 

• I-Park: 428 Hopyard Rd East Haddam Open Studio 
Tours Sun Oct 6th  2pm-5pm Visit the studios of some of 
areas 

• EH Youth & Family Services Ride or Stride: Sunday 
Oct 6th  Start & finish at Moodus Sportsman’s Club 299 
E Haddam Colchester Tpk.,  Moodus.  7:30 am regis-
tration opens! 37 Mile Gravel Grinder am start /23-mile 
Backroad Burner / 10 mile Causeway Cruiser / Stride in 
Foliage 5K /Visit ehyfs.org for more details

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
East Haddam EDC, Essex Steam Train, East Haddam Business Association,  

East Haddam News, Shagbark Lumber
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Remembering the passing
of Joshua Schwartz–Espinosa
It has been nearly 
10 years since the 
tragic passing of 
Joshua Schwartz-Es-
pinosa. His passing 
affected countless 
individuals, friends 
and family alike, 
who continue to 
mourn the sudden 
loss of life.

Before Joshua 
would turn two 
years old, he would 
be diagnosed with 
Glomerulonephri-
tis, a chronic kidney disease, and for his life onward 
would be subject to regular treatment and medi-
cation. Despite fighting this chronic illness all his 
life, Joshua never shied away from helping others 
in need. His love, compassion and selflessness were 

felt by many and his cheer was enough to uplift the 
spirits of any person caught in his presence.

Joshua underwent regular treatment at the 
DaVita Dialysis Center located in Middletown. It 
was no surprise to anyone that he developed a deep 
relationship with the staff, no doubt as a result of his 
infectious charm. During his time undergoing treat-
ment, DaVira Dialysis provided extensive financial 
assistance to Joshua to cover expenses that his health 
insurance was unwilling to cover.

To honor Joshua’s memory, on October 25, the 
anniversary of his passing, the family will be mak-
ing a charitable donation to DaVita Dialysis Center. 
The family would like to extend this opportunity to 
any family and friends who are willing and able to 
donate to this gracious medical facility on Joshua’s 
behalf. The family believes there is no better way to 
honor the memory of the loving and giving nature 
of Joshua Schwartz-Espinosa than by giving back to 
the very people who helped him and others in their 
times of need and care.

Donations are payable to the “Joshua 
Schwartz-Espinosa Memorial Fund” and can be 
made at any Liberty Bank or mailed to: Liberty 

Bank, 151 Main Street, Deep River, CT 06417.
Any questions can be emailed to Joshua’s mother, 

Melissa Espinosa, at miespinosa46@sbcglobal.net. 
The family extends a thank you to any and all who 
can contribute to this memorial fund.

Juan and Melissa Espinosa
East Haddam 

In support of Rob Smith
I’ve worked alongside Rob Smith for the past nine 
years on the board of the East Haddam Land Trust 
and I was our town Selectman for eight years. Rob’s 
skill set and background knowledge create an ideal 
candidate for our First Selectman. 

He runs effective meetings, calculates tight 
budgets, and literally builds bridges on our public-
ly owned lands (You Tube “EHLT Eightmile River 
Bridge Construction”). As a retired Assistant Direc-
tor of State Parks, Rob understands and knows how 
to get things done in a bureaucracy. If we are select-
ing the best candidate for this position, Rob’s resume 
rises to the top.

Pete Govert 
East Haddam

TO THE EDITOR

Dutch Does It Better

CT Lic. # S1-303161   HOD#310     HOD#909

Contact us today at 860-873-3876 
Visit us at www.DutchOil.com

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
Boilers/Furnaces

Mini-Split Systems
Indirect & Oil Fired Water Heaters 

Propane Fireplace Inserts 
Oil Tank Replacement

Kohler Generators
Air Conditioning

Propane Pool Heaters

OIL & PROPANE SOLUTIONS
Automatic Deliveries 

Price Protection Programs
Service Plans

24/7 Emergency Service 

DUCT CLEANING

R&W
Indoor Air Quality, LLC

860-848-9993
www.rw-heating.com 

rwheating-hq@sbcglobal.net
10 Witter Road, Salem, CT 06420

Home Performance
Dryer Vent Cleanings

Duct Cleaning
Home Energy Audits

HIC.0633723

An Affiliate of R&W Heating  
Energy Solutions, LLC

Joshua Schwartz–Espinosa.

Letters to the Editor
The East Haddam News publishes, at its discretion, letters to 
the editor on topics of local interest from a broad spectrum of 
viewpoints. Their opinions reflect the views of the writers, not 
that of this newspaper. Letters may be edited for grammar. They 
should be 300 words or fewer. To be considered for publica-
tion they must include the author’s name, address and daytime 
phone number. Frequency of submissions from a single writer 

or group will be a factor in deciding whether to publish a letter. 

Candidate endorsements 
The East Haddam News accepts letters to the editor endorsing 
candidates for town office. These are subject to existing letter 
policy. All letters will be fact-checked. Endorsement letters will 
not be published in our final issue before the election (Thurs-
day, October 31). 

Candidates’ 
submission
The East Haddam News 
invites candidates for 
town office to submit 
one letter of 300 words 
or fewer by October 3 
detailing their qualifi-
cations and reasons for 
running.

Here’s your chance to join a professional acting com-
pany.  Goodspeed Musicals is holding auditions for lo-
cal Non-Equity child actors between ages 7-10 for its 
upcoming production of  “A Connecticut Christmas 
Carol.” Auditions will be held on Saturday, September 
28th from 10 a.m. to noon at the Alice Hammerstein 
Mathias Rehearsal Studio in East Haddam. 

The role of Tiny Tim will be played by a fragile 

boy ages 7-10. Candidates must be a strong actors 
and the boys need a solid unchanged singing voice.

All auditions are by appointment only. Please 
call (860) 873-0021, Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. to schedule an appointment. 

Interested performers should prepare one 16-bar 
cut up-tempo song and one 16-bar cut ballad. Bring 
a resume, photo and sheet music. Music must be 

legible and in the proper key (no lead sheets please). 
An accompanist will be provided.

Candidates must be available for rehearsals No-
vember 13 through December 4, and performances 
December 5 through December 29. Rehearsals occur 
in East Haddam and performances occur in Chester. 
Performers of all ethnicities are strongly encouraged 
to audition.

ARTS / ENTERTAINMENT

Goodspeed seeks local child actors for Sept. 28 audition
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25 Falls Road Moodus, CT
Phone: 860-873-2299
Web: www.davincict.com 

Hours:
Sunday - Thursday 3pm to 9 pm 
Friday & Saturday 11am to 9 pm

$2.00 OFF
any order over $15.00

One coupon per customer/per visit. Offer cannot 
be combined. Coupon valid for take out only.

Pizzeria Da Vinci customer couPon

$5.00 OFF
any order over $30.00

One coupon per customer/per visit. Offer cannot 
be combined. Coupon valid for take out only.

Pizzeria Da Vinci customer couPon

Offering Pizza, Calzones, Salads, Subs, Paninis,  
Stuffed Breads, Desserts, Appetizers and a  

Pizza of the Month.

Budget Blinds - Style and Service for Every Budget

We’re your local neighborhood experts and we’re backed by North America’s #1 provider 
of custom window coverings. We do it all for you - design, measure and install - because 
we think everyone, at every budget, deserves style, service, and the peace-of-mind of the 
best warranty in the business.

Call your neighborhood experts for your FREE in-home consultation!
860-613-6266 • www.budgetblinds.com/middletownct

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

LEGAL DISCLAIMER Higher price prevails; discount applied to less expensive item. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. 
Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2019 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget 
Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. Offer valid until 9/30/19. Cannot be combined with other offers.

FALL INTO SAVINGS
Buy 1, Get 1

60% OFF*

Custom Blinds
OR Shades

*Higher price prevails; discount applied to less 
expensive item. Offer expires 9/30/19.

Serving the towns of East Haddam, Moodus, Colchester, Salem, Portland, Colbalt,  
East Hampton, Middletown, Middlefield and Rockfall.

Schedule 
your FREE 

Consultation 
today!

HIC #0647557

Call Lori for your FREE consultation today! 
We bring our showroom to you.

860-613-6266 
www.budgetblinds.com/middletownct

Our personalized experience, 
your piece of mind.

LOCAL ARCHITECTURE

A covered bridge 
for a pondering 
journey through 
Devil’s Hopyard
By George Fellner

The rural character of East Haddam is certainly one 
of the enticements for people to live here. Its inher-
ent beautiful landscape provides places for a timeless 
connection with the natural environment for both 
the local inhabitants as well as for visitors from 
throughout the region.

One of the most significant areas—complete with 
a waterfall, unique geological features, wooded trails, 
scenic valley views, outcroppings and rocky ridges, 
along with a covered bridge over the Eightmile Riv-
er—is Devil’s Hopyard State Park, an 1,000-acre-plus 
site acquired by the State in 1919 (and added to over 
the years). The major attraction is certainly Chap-
man Falls, a multi-stepped Scotland Schist stone 
formation, dropping over sixty feet. It is interesting 
to note that the falls provided power for Beebe’s 
Mills until the 1890s.

There are numerous intriguing stories that offer 
the roots for the name “Devil’s Hopyard.” Although 
they are not verifiable, they do pose thought-provok-
ing ponderings for the reader. There may have been 
a man named Dibble who grew hops used in the 
brewing of beer. Perhaps over time, Dibble’s Hopyard 
morphed into Devil’s Hopyard.

A totally different kind of story relates to the 
pothole stone formations near the falls. These multi-
sized, cylindrical geological features were formed 
by stones rushing through the stream that became 
trapped in eddies.  The stones spun within these 
whirlpools, resulting in depressions within the rock 
of the streambed. In turn, the depressions attracted 
additional stones and the potholes increased in size. 
Of course, the colonial inhabitants did not have 
the benefit of this specific scientific understanding. 
Through their imagination, perhaps the devil was 
passing though the falls and happened to get his 
forked tail wet. This angered the devil and his hooves 
burned holes or footprints within the rock. Hence, 

Covered bridge (above) and Chapman’s Falls (below) at Devil’s Hopyard. Photos by George Fellner.

Continued on next page
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Best Comes From Good...

Tina Good
860-478-6576

TinaGood@bhhsne.com

RESULTS THAT MOVE YOU!

9 Ridgewood Rd
East Haddam

$139,900
Seasonal 2BR cottage with an 

amazing screened in porch that 
adds 180 sq ft of living space 

and a deck that overlooks Lake 
Hayward, views of the lake from 
your private Deck, Living Room, 
Bedroom and Enclosed porch.

70 Pine Rd
Moodus Reservoir

$189,900
WOW – Price Reduced –  

Motivated Seller.  Year round 4 
bedroom, full bath and laundry 
room, full basement, fenced in 
yard, outdoor entertainment 

patio/cabana area, and shed with 
Moodus Lake Shores beach rights 

and boat launch.

134 Middle Haddam Rd
Middle Haddam

$299,900
3BR, 2.5 Baths, 3 Fireplaces, 

Master Suite, Office, Amazing LR 
and DR, Studio, Private Entrance 
Bonus Room, Sunroom/Atrium 
w/Floor to Ceiling Windows & 
Screen Panels, 2-3 Car Garage, 

Studio, Out Building,  all on 2.38 
private, level tranquil acres.

Riebold Sanitation, LLC
Septic Tank Pumping

Real Estate Inspections
Septic Repair and Installation

Neighborhood Discounts on Pumping

Family owned and operated for 3 generations
from Fred to Richie to Eric since 1947

Higganum, CT     860-345-2708
rieboldsanitation@yahoo.com

rieboldsanitationllc.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Free
18-foot wide pool cover reel, with solar cover 
FREE - (860) 301-6533 in East Haddam. (10/10).

For Sale
2012 Toyota Camry SE: Original non-smoker 
owner with no pets or children; only 39,000+ miles; 
all-season tires, 9 mos. old; GPS; moon roof; recently 
detailed. Excellent condition. Asking $13,200. Call 
(860) 873-8194. (10/19).

Used Whirlpool Electric dryer, good working con-
dition, $ 100, call (860) 873-9281. Delivery, locally, is 
possible. (10/10).

2011 Chevy Aveo. One owner, 82,643 miles. Four 
door, automatic, AC , CD. New tires, new brakes, just 
serviced. Clean CT title. Great commuter car. Call or 
text Steve. (860) 518- 8445. (10/10).

Bilco Doors Size C with 18” extension. Has light 
gray powder coat finish. In very good condition. 

$600, (860) 891-8643. (10/10) 

Refurbished Eisler Engineering Glass Lathe, 2 and 
5/16 ” bore, 8 ¾” swing, 29” spread between 2 scroll 
chucks which can open to hold 4” diameter tubing. 
Belt drive with 115 volt, 1/3 hp motor. Very heavy, 
solidly built, and straight. 860-707-0384. $4,950 firm. 
Pick up only, can be loaded onto your truck/trailer. 
(10/10)

Weber stainless 4 burner grill. Works well. $150 
Bob (860) 873-3383 (10/3)

Patio Pavers and Step Stones: gently used variety 
of shapes, sizes, colors and quantities. Save 30% or 
more from new cost. Concrete/Blue Stone. (860) 
930-5514. (10/3).

2005 Yamaha V-Star 1100cc Classic motorcycle: 
Only 8,000 miles, new tires and battery, extras, great 
condition, well maintained. Asking $3,900. (860) 
930-5514. (10/3).

12-foot Sea King row boat, $350, 24-foot x 20-inch 

aluminum plank, $750, Cell (860) 638-7639. (10/3).

1998 Chevy Lumina, 146,000 miles, no rust good 
car good tires, very clean, 3.1 liter V6, front-wheel 
drive, great in snow, $1,000. Call (203) 675-1587. 
(10/3).

Antique style sideboard (6’ X 3’ high X 20-25” 
deep). Chaise lounge (6’ X 28” wide). Vanity (5’ X 29” 
high X 18” wide). Best offers. Photos available via 
text, (917) 656-8234. (10/3)

2010 Camp-Inn Ultra custom-built tear-drop style 
camper. $10,500. See the high quality in person and 
check website: tinycamper.com. 7,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. Very clean. Bank check only. (860) 
608-7437. (9/19)

Wanted
Jazz & Rock LP records. I have been a collector for 
35 years. I do not resell. Call Mike (860) 573-8678. 
(10/3)

the name “Devil’s Hopyard” was born.
A short distance downstream from the falls, the 

Eightmile River forms a natural barrier separating 
the picnic and parking areas from the wooded trails. 
Although this bridge appears to be a remnant of a 
past age, it is actually the second bridge constructed 
at this location by the park’s staff in 1986.  The raging 
West Branch of the Eightmile River flowed through 
and destroyed the original bridge back in the great 
flood of 1982.

This covered bridge here is a simple gable form 
with concrete foundations accommodating a double 
span over the river. The wood structure consists of 
post and beam construction with diagonal bracing, 

along with rafter beams and tie beams. Board and 
batten wood siding provides a solid wall envelope 
along the sides and a series of five horizontal open-
ings between the wood posts offers an airy interior 
environment.  

In a sense, this covered bridge may act as a pas-
sageway for a pondering journey. As one walks along 
the multiple trails, visions of fields with hops or of a 
prancing devil with burning hooves may be evoked 
as the sunlight filters through the foliage above.

George Fellner, AIA, architect and photographer, 
writes a monthly column on the architecture of East 
Haddam. Fellner Architects is located at 382 Town St., 
East Haddam, gfellner@fellnerarch.com,  websites: fell-
nerarchitects.com and gfellnerphotography.com.

CONTINUED FROM EH1 KIDS

Pondering journey through Devil’s Hopyard
Continued from previous page

Early Learning Play Group 
open to children up to age 5
Children from birth to 5 years old can gather, learn, 
sing, hear stories and create with others in a play-
based setting on Mondays and Fridays from 10 to 
11 a.m. at the Family Resource Center in the East 
Haddam Elementary School. The program runs 
through May of next year.

This no cost registration is not required. Email 
or call Early Childhood Coordinator, Lauren Kaspe-
rowski at lauren.kasperowski@yahoo.com or (860) 
873-3296 with any questions. The Family Resource 
Center is located in the East Haddam Elementary 
School, 45 Joe Williams Road, Moodus.

s
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& SON, INC
Serving Moodus and East Haddam since 1924

Heating Oil Dealer #252
P-203832 / S-303213

Your Source for BioHeat® – the “natural heating oil”
WATER SYSTEMS

Pumps, Tanks, Heaters, Filters

FUEL OILS, PLUMBING AND HEATING
High Efficiency Boilers, Solar Hot Water

Service and Repairs, Remodeling, Renovations

860-873-8454
www.mausandson.com

renovations • additions • kitchens • repairs
interior & exterior trim • siding • decks & more

always on the level

Joe Carpenter Remodeling

free
estimates

35 yrs.
experience860 537 3333

jcremodeling@att.net         www.joecarpenterremodeling.com

EVENTS

Fire auxiliary lasagna dinner
The East Haddam Fire Department Auxiliary will be hosting 
its annual Lasagna Dinner on Saturday, October 19 at the 
American Legion Post #156, 35 Neptune Avenue, Moodus.

Doors will open at 5 p.m. and last seating will be 6:30. 
Tickets are for sale by contacting Cheryl Siegmann at (860) 
716-5692 or tickets can be purchaced in advance at the 
Legion.

To get an accurate count and make enough lasagnas for 
everyone, limited tickets will be available to purchase at the 
door. Take out dinners may be purchased in advance. Prices 
are $12 Adults, $7 children 7–12 years old. Admission is free 
for younger children. All proceeds will go towards equip-
ment for the fire department. 

Benefit craft fair
St. Bridget’s Ladies Guild in Moodus is holding its annual 
Craft Fair on Saturday, November 9, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the church hall, 75 Moodus-Leesville Road.  Vendors 
wishing to participate can contact Marilyn Meyers at (860) 
250-3728 or mmeyers51@att.net to reserve a table. Tables 
will be provided.  The fee is $25 and an item from your table 
for our raffle. The deadline for vendor reservations is Octo-
ber 25. Proceeds from the Craft Fair will benefit the Mercy 
Scholarship Fund.

Quilt and 
needle arts 
show
The 24th annual Quilt 
and Needle Arts Show 
at the First Church of 
Christ Congregational 
at 499 Town St., East 
Haddam, is Saturday, 
October 12, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
from 1–5 p.m. It fea-
tures exquisite display 
of quilts and handwork, 
vendors and boutique 
for shopping, cafe with 
homemade soup and 
desserts. Admission is 
$7. For more info, con-
tact Margaret Charney 
at (860) 537-3323 or 
monkeywrench52@
sbcglobal.net.Quilts on display at a past quilt and needle arts show at the First Church of 

Christ, Congregational.

Century 21 / Root Agency
28 Main St.  P.O. Box 70 East Haddam, CT 06423
Business: 860 873 8619 Email: avachon@comcast.net

When you’re ready to make a move …

Art Vachon, Realtor
860 886 3186

When you’re ready to make a move ...

Art Vachon, Realtor
860 886 3186
Century 21 / All Points Realty
17 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
Business: 860 873 8619  |  Email: avachon@comcast.net

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Jackie Nowell, Realtor
GRI, Sterling Society

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN MIDDLESEX COUNTY &  
THE CT RIVER VALLEY!

CT Magazine Five Star Realtor 2012-2018

860-434-8600 (office) • 860-304-0123 (cell) • 860-526-5892 (home)
86 Halls Rd., Old Lyme, CT 06371 • Jackie.Nowell@cbmoves.com

I don’t just list your home - I will sell your home!

Owned and
Operated by
NRT LLC

EaslandEnterprises.com
Call or TXT Dave at 860-205-5626
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

 

Make it Easy, Make it Easland! 

> Patios > Pathways > Fire Pits
> Stairs > Walls > Excavation 

Brown Mulch
 
......... $38

Woodchips
 
............. $20

1 & 3/4” Stone
 
....... $34

Topsoil*
 
................ $32

Per yard

   We’ll Make Your Yard SHINE!

Shed Pad
Installation

An ad in 
the East 
Haddam 

News can 
boost your 
year-end 

bottom line!

TOWN

“Historic Gardens of Connecticut” will be the topic 
of a program presented by the East Haddam Garden 
Club on Wednesday, October 16, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
East Haddam Senior Center, 15 Great Hillwood Rd., 
Moodus. The event will be open to the public, free, 
and include refreshments.

The speaker will be Laurie Masciandaro, a 
spokesperson for Connecticut’s Historic Gardens 
(a consortium of 15 restored properties) and site 
manager for founding member Roseland Cottage in 
Woodstock, a National Historic Landmark.

She will discuss the history and beauty of these 
15 distinctive historic sites and gardens.

The gardens closest to East Haddam are at the 

Florence Griswold Museum in Old Lyme and the 
Thankful Arnold House Museum in Haddam.

To a great extent, flowers and foliage on display at 
these sites today represent plantings dating back to 
each garden’s historical peak.  Some of the meticu-
lously restored gardens even feature original plantings.  
Each of the properties designated as a Connecticut 
Historic Garden is associated with a historically sig-
nificant residence, so visitors also learn about notable 
figures from the state’s past and how they lived.

Connecticut’s Historic Gardens are:  Bellamy-Fer-
riday House & Garden (North Bethlehem), But-
ler-McCook House & Garden (Hartford), Florence 
Griswold Museum (Old Lyme), Glebe House Mu-

seum & The Gertrude Jekyll Garden (Woodbury), 
Harkness Memorial State Park (Waterford), Harriet 
Beecher Stowe Center (Hartford), Hill-Stead Muse-
um (Farmington), Osborne Homestead Museum & 
Kellogg Environmental Center (Derby), Phelps-Ha-
theway House & Garden (Suffield), Promisek at 
Three Rivers Farm (Bridgewater), Roseland Cottage 
(Woodstock), Stanley-Whitman House (Farming-
ton), Thankful Arnold House Museum (Haddam), 
Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum (Wethersfield), and 
Weir Farm National Historic Site (Wilton).

This program will be preceded by a brief club 
meeting at 7 p.m.  For more information, call (860) 
873-8968.

Historic gardens are topic of Garden Club talk
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The Old Lumberyard
25 Falls Road, Building 3a, Moodus

860 . 873 . 2339
graceandtruthct.com

Pastor Tim Carr

Sunday Worship, 11 am

grace and truth
bible chapel

God is not prejudiced, he does not favor one 
above another. God declares that 

“all have sinned” – romans 3:23. And again, 
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned – every one – to his own way.” 

– isaiah 53:6a. But there is hope from being 
eternally separated from God. What else does 
Isaiah say? “... and the LORD has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all.” – isaiah 53:6b

We are guilty, but Jesus took our sin and 
punishment, making it possible for “whosoever” 

to be forgiven. Yes, everyone has sinned, but 
anyone may be forgiven!

For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.

– john 3:16

R&W Heating 
Energy Solutions

“Your Energy Solution Experts”

Sales 

Service 

Installation

Residential Heating & Cooling

Energy Evaluations

Rick & Wanda Hatch
Owners

860-848-9993
www.rw-heating.com • rwheating-hq@sbcglobal.net

10 Witter Road, Salem, CT 06420
LIC# S1-303639

Referral    RewardsDon’t forget about our referral program...

Great holiday gift!

Images of East Haddam

$21.99 + tax and shipping

Available online:

easthaddambook.com
EVENTS AND SIGNINGS WILL BE

ANNOUNCED AS THEY ARE SCHEDULED

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HADDAM

Legal Notice is hereby given, that the East Haddam Sewer Usage 
Fee for the October 1, 2019 Grand List is due and payable at the 
Office of the Tax Collector, on October 1, 2019.

If the above payment is not made on or before November 1, 2019 
the fee becomes delinquent and is subject to interest at the rate 
of 1 ½% per month (18% per year) from the installment due 
date. Minimum interest shall be no less than $2.00 per tax bill, 
per installment. Checks should be made payable to:  EAST 
HADDAM TAX COLLECTOR.

Payments postmarked after November 1, 2019 will be considered 
delinquent and will be subject to interest as stated above.
Payments may be made in person, online at easthaddam.org 
(there is a fee for all credit/debit and e-check payments) or by 
mail. Mail to:  P.O. Box 403, Moodus, CT 06469-0403
Office hours are Mon, Wed and Thurs, 9:00AM to 4:00PM, Tues, 
9:00AM to 7:00PM and Fri, from 9:00AM until Noon.

All bills must be paid in full except those over $4,250.00, which 
may be made in two installments, October 1, 2019 and April 1, 
2020.  

Denise Dill, CCMC
Tax Collector

TOWN OF EAST HADDAM
INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTION

The East Haddam Inland Wetlands and Watercourse 
Commission, at a regular meeting of September 17, 2019 took 
the following action:

Approved - #W19-13 – 66 Ridgewood Road – Roland A. DePratti, 
replacement of a retaining wall and patio in the upland review 
area. Assessor’s Map 87, Lot 78

Approved - #W19-14 – 261 EH Colchester Turnpike (Moodus 
Reservoir), Oleg Real Estate, LLC (owner), Sheilah Gibson 
(applicant), install a 4 foot fence in the upland review area. 
Assessor’s Map 67, Lot 2.

Dated at East Haddam, CT this 18th day of September, 2019
Randolph Dill, Chairman

TOWN OF EAST HADDAM
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The East Haddam Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 1, 2019 at 8:00 pm at the 
Municipal Office Complex, Meeting Room #1-2, 1 Plains Road, 
Moodus to hear the following:

#19-08 – 85 Tater Hill Road, David & Jane Shaver, Special 
Exception Review to convert an existing Tai Chi studio to an 
accessory apartment. Assessor’s Map 13, Lot 18.

#19-10 – Staehly Farm, Special Exception Review for events at 
the Staehly Farm properties on Petticoat Lane and Town Street. 
Assessor’s Map 28, Lot 01 & Map 19, Lot 8.

At this hearing interested persons shall be heard and 
correspondence received.

Crary H. Brownell, Chairman
Dated at East Haddam, CT this 19th day of September, 2019

LEGAL NOTICE
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

EAST HADDAM

The Electors and citizens of the Town of East Haddam, 
Connecticut qualified to vote in Town Meeting are hereby warned 
and notified that a Special Town Meeting will be held in the Town 
Hall on Town Street in the said Town of East Haddam in the said 
Town of East Haddam at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 1, 2019 
for the following purposes, to wit:

Item 1:  To consider and act upon the recommendation of the 
Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance to enter into a 
five-year agreement with Willimantic Waste Paper Co., Inc. for a 
contract for municipal solid waste disposal, municipal bulky 
waste disposal, single stream recycling with adjustable rate 
after 36 months and municipal hauling services. 

Item 2:  To consider and act upon the following resolution as 
recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Board of 
Finance:

RESOLVED, that the Town of East Haddam accept the 
gift/donation/transfer of real and personal property from the 
East Haddam Free Public Library and Reading Room Association, 
Inc. in furtherance of the creation of a single, unified town 
library system as provided in the ordinance adopted by the Town 
Meeting on June 19, 2013.

Dated at East Haddam, Connecticut
this 26th day of September, 2019 
    
Emmett J. Lyman
Susan C. Link
Robert R. Smith 
Board of Selectmen

TOWN OF EAST HADDAM
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The East Haddam Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public 
hearing and meeting on Tuesday, October 1, 2019 at 7:00 pm at 
the Municipal Office Building, Meeting Room #2 to hear the 
following:

Appeal - #1116 – 126 Lake Shore Drive, Lawrence M. Lusardi, 
Trustee, requesting a variance to Section 10.1 of the East 
Haddam Zoning Regulations to construct a shed 8’ 11” from the 
side property line where 10’ are required. Also, setbacks for the 
same shed of 49’ from the water where 50’ are required. 
Assessor’s Map 80, Lot 304.

Appeal #1117 – 137 Daniel Peck Road, Charles F. III & Rita R. 
Riordon, requesting a variance to section 10.1 of the East 
Haddam Zoning Regulations to construct a garage 14’ 8” from 
the front property line where 40’ are required. Assessor’s Map 59, 
Lot 33.

Appeal #1118 – 11 Stony Brook Drive, Anthony & Megan 
Acquarulo, requesting a variance to Section 10.1 of the East 
Haddam Zoning Regulations to construct a garage 14’ from the 
side property line where 25’ are required. Assessor’s Map 27, Lot 
21.

At this hearing interested persons shall be heard and 
correspondence received.

Dated at East Haddam, CT this 13th day of September, 2019.
J. Gregory Daigle, Chairman

DRIVER/LABORER
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

TOWN OF EAST HADDAM

The Town of East Haddam is seeking a responsible individual for 
a full-time position with the highway department.  Current CDL 
Class B license is required.  2 years’ experience in operating 
backhoe/bulldozer, dump truck, snow plowing, drainage pipe 
installation and setting pipe elevations.  40 hours per week 
position with ability to work overtime during weather 
emergencies.  Salary range $23.26-29.07/hour.  Good benefits.  
Detailed description available upon request.  Send application, 
resume and cover letter to Selectmen’s Office, 1 Plains Road, 
P.O. Box 385, Moodus, Ct. 06469 by October 10, 2019. EOE

The Town of East Haddam shall endeavor to post its Legal Notices with the East 
Haddam News publication. In the event that the weekly publication cannot meet 
the Town’s statutory requirements, the Hartford Courant shall be utilized to meet 
said statutory deadlines. Courtesy copies will be published to East Haddam News 
that may or may not be timely. The Town’s website is: www.easthaddam.org.

1
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Professional  
Guitar lessons

...your home or
                mine...

Pop • Rock 
Jazz • Classical
Country • Folk  

& more
All ages and skill set

860-460-9183
Moodus

Lessons start at $20

Bob’s Tree Service

Licensed & Fully insured for 30 years       860-537-0144

Stump Grinding • Lots Cleared
Quality Tree Service

Firewood • Brush Chipping
Hazardous Tree Removal
Licensed Arborist on Sta›

Licensed & Fully insured for 30 years
860-537-0144

Stump Grinding • Lots Cleared
Quality Tree Service

Firewood • Brush Chipping
Hazardous Tree Removal
Licensed Arborist on Staff

Firewood Available 
$200/cord

Bob’s Tree Service

$10SLACK
HEMMING

Lining $5 additional
Expires 10/31/19

KJ Welding LLC

Mobile Services 
Railings: Residential & Commercial

Equipment Repair
Aluminum, Stainless Steel

Pipe Certified, G9 Licensed

Ken Pellegrini
116 Filley Rd
Haddam, CT 06438

Office/Fax 860-345-8743
Cell 860-508-0611

kjwelder@att.net
HIC #0631508

DufforD Well Drilling & PumP Service
217 Pickering St, Unit 2, Portland, CT 06480

Water Well Drilling,

Gould Pumps, Water Softeners & Conditioners,

Radon Mitigation, Water Tests, Yield Tests, Well Cleaning

Uwe RoehRl
Cell 860-982-5142
Office 860-633-1020
Fax 860-342-0733 dufforddrilling@gmail.com

Nathaniel Goff has made the Tufts University Dean’s 
List. Tessa Smith was named to the President’s List at 
Western New England University. Brittany Velikan-
eye was inducted into Tri-Beta National Biological 
Honor Society at Eastern Connecticut State Uni-
versity. Austin Urban graduated from UMass Dart-
mouth this year.

Erling R. Johnson
Erling R. Johnson, passed quietly in Middlesex 
Hospital, Middletown on September 9, 2019 with 
his beloved friend Christine and her son Michael 
Bongiorni at his side. Born June 2, 1948 in Hart-
ford, he lived in West Hartford and attended Hall 
High School. He was self-employed as a landscaper, 
was a printer for the state of Connecticut, and was 
employed by Colt Manufacturing. He returned 
to college and in 1996 received his B.S. in Occu-
pational Safety from Central Connecticut State 
University.

Erl enjoyed a career in Industrial Safety. As a 

licensed Asbestos Inspector, he traveled through-
out the USA and Canada, and retired from LFR 
Environmental Consultants. He was an avid gadget 
collector and was fond of electronics, gaming in all 
forms with family and friends. His greatest passion 
was working on anything with an engine and had 
good times with his orange Roadrunner. Known 
as the “Big Swede” in his circle of close friends, he 
enjoyed dining with the “Tub Club” and attending 
classic rock concerts. He was an ace card player 
and looked forward to setback at the East Haddam 
Senior Center. 

He always had a project, his favorite being the 
home he loved in Moodus. He traveled for fun 

throughout Europe and visited family in Sweden. 
He was a member of the Vasa Order of America, 
CT District #1 and Vice Chair of Vasa Park. Even 
though in later life he was challenged by illness, he 
always persevered with a stoic and light heart; tall 
and strong, he was never down. Erl is predeceased 
by his parents Helge and Edith Olsson Johnson. 
He is survived by his sister Linda and her husband 
Bruce Cutler of Vernon, and brother Bertil and wife 
Marsha Johnson of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, 
and many loved nieces and nephew and cousins. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the VOA 
CT District #1 Scholarship Fund.

OBITUARIES

PARKS & RECREATION ACTIVITIES
From the East Haddam  
Parks & Recreation Department

Back To School: Tween-Teen Yoga: Ages 10-14, 
Mondays September 30, October 7, 21, & 28 (No 
class October 14),  5:30 – 6:30 p.m., Municipal Gym/
Parks and Rec Activity Room, $50 per participant 
(all 4 classes)/$75 (2 participants in the same fami-
ly)/$15 drop-in fee.

Adult & Child Movement Class: Ages 4-8, accom-
panied by an adult. Maximum 2 children per adult. 
Mondays, September 30, October 7, 21, & 28, 4:30 
– 5:15 p.m, $50  (4 classes; 1 adult + 2 children)/$15 
drop-in fee.

Cheerleading Club -Grades 1-2: Fridays, 3:30–5:00 
p.m., EHES Gym, 9/27, 10/4, 10/18, 11/1, 11/2 - 
optional performance at East Haddam/Coginchaug 
Football Game, $55. Grades 3-5: Tuesdays, 3:30–5:00 
p.m., EHES Gym, 9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22, and 
Friday 11/1, 11/2 - optional performance at East 
Haddam/Coginchaug Football Game, $65.

Kidscapades Sizzling Science: Ages 4-8, Thursdays 
3:15 – 4:15 p.m., October 10, 17, 31 and November 
7 (No class October 24), East Haddam Elementary 
School, $60.

Kidscapades Toddler Sensory/Science: Ages 3-4, 
Thursdays 11 a.m. – noon, October 10, 17, 31 and 
November 7 (No class October 24), Parks & Rec Ac-
tivity Room, $60. Kidscapades Toddler Time Art: 

Ages 3-4, Thursdays, 12:30 – 1:30 p.m., October 10, 
17, 31 and November 7 (No class October 24), Parks 
& Rec Activity Room, $60.

A Seasonal Qigong Workshop for all Ages – Au-
tumn: Saturday, September 28, 2-5 p.m., Parks and 
Rec Activity Room, $45. Children under 12 must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Unified Family Fall Kickball Game – Saturday, Sep-
tember 28 (October 5 Rain date), 3-5 p.m. at Nathan 
Hale-Ray High School Softball Fields, $2/person 
(includes one ice cream). 

Group Guitar Lessons: Group lessons are one of the 
best ways to get started learning music! This course 
is specifically designed for the beginning guitar play-
er. Wednesdays, October 2-November 13 (No class 
October 23), grades 2-5: 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Grades 
6-12: 2:15 – 3:15 p.m., Nathan Hale-Ray Middle 
School, $60 (without the purchase of guitar), $100 
(with the purchase of guitar). Last day to register if 
you need to order a guitar is September 25.

Crochet Club Gathering with Sabrina: Occasional 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. in the Parks and Rec 
Activity Room. Free! 

Gentle Yoga: September 4 to October 20. Ages 16+, 
Sunday and Wednesdays: 6:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Center; Fridays: 10:30 a.m. at The Grange, $65/ses-
sion (1x/week) or $10 drop-in.

Pickleball: Tuesdays and Fridays: 9:30-11:30 a.m., 

ages: 18+, Thursdays: 6:30-8:30 p.m., $5 drop-in or 
purchase Pickleball club card, 10 games for $40. 

Introduction to Cooking for grades 6-8: Mondays 
11/18 & 11/25, 12/2, 12/9, & 12/16, 2:15 – 3:45 p.m., 
Nathan Hale Ray Middle School Consumer Science 
Room, $70. 

Co-Ed Soccer: Ages 18+, Sundays 6-8 p.m., Nichols 
Field.

Boot Camp Fitness: Ages 16+, Tuesday and Thurs-
days: 6 p.m. Saturdays: 8:30 a.m. Cost: 1 session/
week $45, 2 sessions/week $69, 3 sessions/week $87, 
Drop-in fee $10.

American Heart Association First Aid/CPR Class: 
Wednesday, October 23, 5:30-9:30 p.m., Parks and 
Rec Activity Room, $60.

Girls Basketball Fundamentals for Girls in Grades 
3-5: Fridays, Nov 8, 15, 22 and Dec 6, 3:30-5 p.m. at 
the East Haddam Elementary School, $50.

To register or learn more about a class, please go 
to www.easthaddamrec.com. 

STUDENT NEWS



Let our Advertisers Know you saw it in East Haddam News!  September 26, 2019 EH11

CONTINUED FROM PAGE EH1

Jack Miner competes in national golf tourney
Continued from page EH1
Competition—where each golfer takes turns hitting 
the ball. 

“I can’t wait to take the plane to Nashville and 
show people I’m an athlete just like my brother,” said 
Jack, whose brother Ryan is a senior at Xavier High 
School in Middletown and the captain of the Xavier 
Falcons football team. 

Like many Special Olympians, Jack’s primary 
challenge is autism, and participating in the Special 
Olympics impacts his life for the better.

“Special Olympics, especially the golf team, truly 
gives Jack the opportunity to find a comfort zone 
and work on skills many of us take for granted,” said 
Chris. “He meets new people, competes, and earns 
a sense of accomplishment. Jack is also learning to 
graciously shake hands with good sportsmanship 
congratulating other athletes when things did not go 
his way.”

On September 8, the father and son pair were 
awarded the Silver medal in Alternate Shot nine-
hole play at the Special Olympics Unified Sports® 
Fall Festival golf competition at Sleeping Giant Golf 
Course in Hamden, competing with athletes from all 
over the state. 

“Jack Miner is a remarkable golfer, admired by 
his peers and coaches at his high school and those 
on his Special Olympics Colchester team,” said Marc 
Mercadante, Vice President of Sports, and Local Pro-
grams for Special Olympics Connecticut. “His skill, 
focus, dedication, and passion for the sport inspire 
not only his teammates but everyone who has the 
pleasure of seeing him play. We are extremely proud 
and privileged to have Jack—and his dad Chris—as 
representatives of Special Olympics Connecticut in 
a national-level competition and as members of the 

Special Olympics Connecticut family.” 
P.J. Parkus, Jack’s Hale-Ray High School varsity 

golf coach, agreed and said Jack is a highly skilled 
golfer and is a positive addition to the team. Jack 
earned a varsity letter last year.

“When he’s out there on the course, you wouldn’t 
even know Jack is special from everybody else,” 
Parkus said. “He never gets mad and never gives 

up. He’s out there having fun. And he never misses 
a practice. He’s made me a better player just having 
played with him.”

Jack’s mother Suzy Miner, a nurse at the high 
school and middle school as well as the high school 
volleyball and softball coach is very proud of Jack 
and his accomplishments. 

“Jack works hard at everything he does and has 
grown through the help of many in the East Hadd-
am community,” she said. “Jack receives a great deal 
of support from his classmates and teammates at 
Hale-Ray High School. We are fortunate to live in 
the town we do—especially with the help of coaches 
Tim and Susan Wrinn, P.J. Parkus, Sheila Delaney, 
Mike Boccaccio, and Leo Parciak. They have all been 
instrumental in Jack’s athletic success.”

Jack also enjoys skiing, swimming, basketball, 
and bowling. The Miners are appreciative to all who 
help contribute to the gofundme.com account they 
set up to help defray the cost of Jack’s and his fellow 
athletes’ trip to nationals. 

Special Olympics Connecticut provides year-
round sports training and competitions for over 
12,000 athletes of all ages with intellectual disabil-
ities and Unified Sports® partners, their teammates 
without limitations. 

The other Connecticut Special Olympians attend-
ing the Special Olympics National Golf Tournament 
are: Cliff Backus of Moodus; Andrew McMillan, 
David Dennin and Michael Hedrick of Trumbull; 
Christopher Summers of Groton; Andrew Szcze-
sny and Lisa Thomasco of Mystic; Joseph Nicholas 
Grodovich of Rocky Hill; Robert J. Chellstorp of 
Wethersfield; Stephen Emblidge of Waterford; Kevin 
Smith of West Hartford; and Anthony Thibeault of 
Bristol. 

Jack Miner practices at the Black Birch Golf Course in 
East Haddam. Photo by Barbara Nelson.
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Eastern Rental
Tent and Party Supplies

READY TO
PARTY?

860-345-TENT                 860-345-8368

BANQUET TENTS • TABLES  
CHAIRS • DANCE FLOORS

SOUND SYSTEM • PARTY LIGHTS  
CONCESSION

www.eastern-rental.com

Serving Our Community
Since 1956

   Fox Ledge Farm
29-A Daniels Rd., East Haddam, CT

Riding Lessons
     Dressage/Balanced Seat

All Levels Welcome
Summer Day Camps 

Weeks of July 22, July 29 & August 19
Call/email for schedule & rates

www.foxledgefarm.net
eqarts@snet.net       860-873-8108

Alexis Devlin
Realtor, Broker

19 Years Expertise in the 
Local Real Estate Market

“Call me to set up a  
Free Market Analysis  

of Your Home”

860-214-9859
alexisdevlin@bhhsne.com

CALENDAR

Ongoing
Children from birth to 5 years old can gather, learn, 
sing, hear stories and create with others in a play-
based setting on Mondays and Fridays from 10 to 
11 a.m. at the Family Resource Center in the East 
Haddam Elementary School. The program runs 
through May of next year. This no cost registration is 
not required. Email or call Early Childhood Coordi-
nator, Lauren Kasperowski at lauren.kasperowski@
yahoo.com or (860) 873-3296 with any questions. 

Have your military service honored on East Hadd-
am’s Wall of Honor. Dedicated as a living memorial 
to all our town’s men and women, past and present, 
who served in our nation’s military in war or in 
peace. By appointment: contact Forrest L. Anderson 
at (860) 873-8712 or forrest.l.anderson@mac.com

Don your sash and raise your banner to cele-
brate 100 Years of Votes For Women:  The Women’s 
Suffrage Movement in Connecticut at the East 
Haddam Historical Society & Museum. The new 
exhibit explores the women’s suffrage movement. 
All are invited to commemorate the extraordinary 
achievements of local women—both past and 
present—who have shaped not only our town but 
helped form the national political landscape. The 
East Haddam Historical Society is located at 264 
Town St.  Open May through October, weekends, 1 
to 4 p.m. or by appointment. For more information, 
contact (860) 873-3944.

September 26
Meeting of the East Haddam Lakes Association on 
Thursday, September 26 at 7 p.m. at the Moodus 
Sportsmen’s Club, 299 East Haddam - Colchester 
Turnpike to review budgets and other business relat-
ing to the lakes. 

September 27
Spectrum Gallery Autumn Arts Festival group 
show open reception, Friday, September 27 from 
6:30 to 9 p.m. Spectrum Gallery and Store, 61 Main 
St, Centerbrook. For more information, call (860) 
767-0742 or visit spectrumartgallery.org.

September 28
Help Clear Trails on Stewardship Saturday at the 
Shugrue Parcel, 9 to noon.  Lunch will be provided. 
The Parcel is located on Town Road near Lake Hay-
ward.  Park at the cemetery. Rain Date is October 
5.  Event is sponsored by the East Haddam Con-
servation Commission. Questions? Contact:  Todd 
Gelston at (860) 873-8221. 

Impacts of Climate Change for Connecticut and 
Long Island Sound, an exploration of the current and 
predicted impact of climate change over the next 100 
years. Takes place at 2 p.m. at Lyme Public Library, 
482 Hamburg Rd., Lyme. Free and open to all.

October 2
East Haddam Art League member, Andrew  Wallach, 
will have an Artwork Presentation on Wednesday, 
October 2 at 6:30 p.m. at  Two Wrasslin’ Cats. For 
more information on Andrew, an acrylic “revolution” 
abstract artist, check out http://facebook.com/thes-
pinningheadstudio.

October 5
Hadlyme Hall Meet and Greet: All invited to meet 
new neighbors and visit with old friends at Hadlyme 
Hall, 1 Day Hill Road, from 5 to 7 p.m. Music by 
Whalebone Creek. Refreshments sponsored by the 
board of Hadlyme Hall. Don’t miss out on this eve-
ning of fun and friendship in our historic hall.   

October 12-13
The 24th annual Quilt and Needle Arts Show at the 
First Church of Christ Congregational at 499 Town 
St. East Haddam is Saturday, October 12 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  and Sunday from 1-5 p.m. It features 
exquisite display of quilts and handwork, vendors 
and boutique for shopping, cafe with homemade 
soup and desserts. Admission is $7. For more info 
contact Margaret Charney at (860) 537-3323 or 

monkeywrench52@sbcglobal.net

October 16
“Historic Gardens of Connecticut” will be the topic 
of a program presented by the East Haddam Garden 
Club on Wednesday, October 16, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
East Haddam Senior Center, 15 Great Hillwood Rd., 
Moodus. The event will be open to the public, free, 
and include refreshments. The speaker will be Laurie 
Masciandaro, a spokesperson for Connecticut’s His-
toric Gardens (a consortium of 15 restored proper-
ties) and site manager for founding member Roseland 
Cottage in Woodstock, a National Historic Landmark.

October 29
This year’s 2nd Annual EHBA Business Expo is 
going to held at the East Haddam Town Hall on Oc-
tober 29 from 11:30 a.m.  to 6 p.m. followed by an 
opportunity to network at a local restaurant.

November 9
St. Bridget’s Ladies Guild in Moodus is holding 
its annual Craft Fair on Saturday, November 9, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the church hall, 75 Moo-
dus-Leesville Road.  Vendors wishing to participate 
can contact Marilyn Meyers at (860) 250-3728 
or mmeyers51@att.net to reserve a table. Tables 
will be provided.  The fee is $25 and an item from 
your table for our raffle. The deadline for vendor 
reservations is October 25. Proceeds from the Craft 
Fair will benefit the Mercy Scholarship Fund.

If approved by voters, the per ton cost of solid 
waste and bulky waste would rise incrementally each 
year from the current $70.26 to $100 a ton in fiscal 
year 2024. Recyclables would go from earning the 
town $5 per ton to costing the town $30 beginning 
in March 2020 and rising to $40 by 2024. Hauling 

rates would rise incrementally per load from $162.30 
to $190 by 2024.

The other item on the town meeting agenda will 
be to approve the transfer of property of the East 
Haddam Free Public Library to the town as part of 
the continuing effort to establish one library system 
for the town. The town previously took ownership of 
the Rathbun Free Memorial Library.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE EH1

Selectmen set town meeting for Oct. 1
Continued from page EH1

ARTS

East Haddam Art League member, Andrew Wallach, 
will have an Artwork Presentation on Wednesday, 
October 2 at 6:30 p.m. at Two Wrasslin’ Cats. For 

more information on Andrew, an acrylic “revolution” 
abstract artist, check out http://facebook.com/thes-
pinningheadstudio.

Artist presention to take place October 2 at coffee house


